
 Dependency Status Appeal 

Student ID#: ____________________________     eMail: _________________________ 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

(please print clearly) Last ______________________First______________MI_____ 

(must be FULL LEGAL NAME) 

In rare instances, a student may have extenuating circumstances that are not identified when 
completing the FAFSA.  This form gives a student the ability to appeal dependency status 
for reasons other than financially self-supporting.  The federal government does not 
recognize the amount of a student’s income as a reason to consider the student independent.  
This appeal process gives the student the ability to state difficult circumstances that may 
permit a change of dependency status.  Please see additional information about dependency 
status at http://fafsa.ed.gov. 

NOTE: A parent’s choice not to pay for a student’s education is not recognized by 
the Federal Government as an allowable appeal. 

To be considered for a dependency status appeal, you must provide the following three (3) 
documents: 

1. A detailed letter from you, explaining your situation, including how you plan to 
support yourself and your educational efforts without support from your 
parent(s), 

2. A notarized letter from a teacher, minister, guidance counselor, or other adult 
outside of your immediate family who can attest first-hand that you do not visit, 
converse with, or receive support from your parent(s), 

3. A notarized letter from another adult who can attest first-hand to the fact that 
you do not receive support from your parent(s). 

 

I am enclosing the requested documents and ask that the Professional Judgment Committee 
consider my request for independent status. 

Student’s Signature ______________________________________________________ 

Date ___________________________________________________________________ 
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