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treasures added daily!
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Tribune-Star staff report

A man shot on Tuesday 
evening in Terre Haute has 
died, Terre Haute police 
said Thursday.

Dead is Olin K. Todd, 
36, of Terre Haute.

City police officers 
responded about 7:20 p.m. 
to a home in the 100 block 
of South 14 Street, just 
south of the intersection of 
14th and Wabash Avenue.

Inside the residence, 
they found Todd had suf-

fered wounds from a gun-
shot, police said.

Investigation revealed 
Todd and another known 
individual were involved 
in a dispute prior to the 
incident. There “is no active 
threat to the community,” 
THPD said in a news 
release.

THPD and the Vigo 
County prosecutor’s and 
coroner’s offices continue to 
investigate. Updates will be 
provided as the investiga-
tion permits, police said.

City police say man shot 
in Terre Haute has died

Mark Fitton/Tribune-Star

A THPD patrolman stands on the porch of a residence in 
the 100 block of South 14th Street after a Tuesday evening 
shooting.

Tribune-Star staff report

Lilly Endowment Inc. has 
awarded Ivy Tech Foundation 
a $21.9 million, three-year 
grant to support the efforts of 
Ivy Tech Community College 
to help strengthen Indiana’s 
early childhood education 
workforce.

This funding will support 
programs and partnerships 
that will expand options 
for and improve access to 
high-quality post-secondary 
education and training for 
current and future early 
childhood education profes-
sionals, Ivy Tech said in a 
news release Thursday.

Indiana’s current supply 
of well-qualified early child-
hood education professionals 
is inadequate and hampers 
the state’s capacity to pro-
vide high-quality child care 
options. Demand for these 
professionals is expected to 

keep growing.
This grant will support 

Ivy Tech, the state’s largest 
provider of post-secondary 
education and training to 
early childhood profession-
als, in its efforts to expand 
current programs and create 
new opportunities.

“As Indiana’s workforce 
engine, Ivy Tech has a 
responsibility to fuel the 
state’s pipeline of skilled 
early childhood education 
talent,” said Sue Ellsper-
mann, president, Ivy Tech 
Community College. “We are 
grateful for the generous sup-
port from Lilly Endowment 
that is enabling us to remove 
barriers to education and 
training for early childhood 
educators.”

With support from the 
grant, Ivy Tech aims to 
increase enrollment in its 
early childhood education 
programs by more than 100 

percent by 2027, ultimately 
graduating 1,950 individuals 
annually. Ivy Tech will:

 � Develop competency 
assessments that will rec-
ognize and reward adult 
professionals for skills and 
competencies.

 � Create early childhood 
education micro-credentials, 
short, focused and compe-
tency-based trainings that 
align with state workforce 
needs and traditional degree 
pathways.

 � Partner with various 
state agencies, Indiana 
organizations focused on 
advancing early childhood 
education programming, and 
post-secondary institutions 
committed to innovative 
models to launch Federally 
Registered Adult-Based Early 
Childhood Apprenticeships.

 � Explore implemen-
tation of Kids on Campus, 
a program of the National 

Head Start Association and 
the Association of Commu-
nity College Trustees, to 
address the early childhood 
education needs of student 
parents while providing early 
childhood education students 
with experience.

 � Develop new transfer 
pathways that enable stu-
dents to apply their early 
childhood education associ-
ate degree toward earning a 
bachelor’s degree in elemen-
tary education..

 � Promote new educa-
tion and training opportuni-
ties and elevate early child-
hood education as a fulfilling 
career path through a state-
wide marketing campaign.

Lilly Endowment gives Ivy Tech Foundation $21.9M
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Indiana State University 
has announced the speakers 
for its graduate winter com-
mencement ceremony Dec. 
14.

This year’s speakers are 
Deleanor Kirkpatrick Murray, 
a doctoral graduate in edu-
cational administration, and 
Shawn A. Smith, a dedicated 
alumnus and influential edu-
cational leader.

Murray, a native of Prairie 
View, Texas, has demonstrat-
ed exceptional leadership 
and academic achievement 
throughout her career. She 
holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in educational lead-
ership studies from Oklaho-
ma State University.

Now completing her 
doctorate in educational 
administration with a special-
ization in Higher Education 
Leadership, her dissertation 
examines disaster disparities 
on college campuses follow-
ing Hurricane Ida, providing 
critical insights for disaster 
preparedness. She is current-
ly assistant dean of academic 
services at Tulane University 
Law School.

Smith, a native of India-
napolis, is a dedicated leader 
in education whose career 
spans teaching and adminis-
trative excellence. He earned 
his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in education from 
Indiana University–Bloom-
ington and his education spe-
cialist and doctoral degrees 
from Indiana State.

He began as a teacher in 
Indianapolis Public Schools. 
Since 2014, Smith has served 
as Superintendent of Law-
rence Township, one of Indi-
ana’s largest districts.

The graduate commence-
ment ceremony at 10 a.m. 
Dec. 14 in Hulman Center. 
For more information, visit 
www.indianastate.edu/com-
mencement.

ISU names grad commencement speakers

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

A second, locally owned 
and operated Qdoba restau-
rant is planned for Terre 
Haute’s northside.

The new restaurant will 
be located at 2121 and 2145 
Lafayette Ave., according to a 
company news release.

The Vigo County Area 
Plan Commission on 
Wednesday gave a favorable 
recommendation to rezone 
the site from C-1 (neigh-
borhood commerce) and 
C-2 (community commerce) 
to C-3, regional commerce 
district.

The rezoning was 
approved by the Terre Haute 
City Council on Thursday 
evening.

The goal is to open the 
dining establishment in sum-
mer 2025, said Trey Miller, 
franchisee/owner of Qdoba 
Terre Haute.

It will be the second 
Qdoba location in Terre 
Haute; the southside one is 
located in Riverside Plaza.

“We are thrilled to bring 
another Qdoba to Terre 
Haute,” Miller said.

“The community has 
embraced our first location 
on the south end of town,” 
he stated in a news release 

earlier this year. “We are 
excited to offer our north-end 
customers a freestanding 
restaurant with the added 
convenience of a drive-up, 
online ordering pickup win-
dow.”

His operating partner/
franchisee is Andrew Marks.

According to Miller, “We 
will continue to focus on 
our local partnerships with 
schools, churches and other 
organizations.”

Qdoba is described as 
a “fast-casual” Mexican 
restaurant chain that allows 
customer to customize their 
meals with a variety of fresh 
ingredients.

Signature items include 
burritos, bowls, nachos, and 
quesadillas; it also provides 
catering.

The favorable recom-
mendation was subject to 
site plan approval including 
parking and storm water 
drainage by Terre Haute’s 
engineering department.

In addition, further infor-
mation was needed from the 
state related to a possible 
unmapped flood zone in the 
area.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.
com. Follow Sue on X at @
TribStarSue.

New Qdoba coming to north Terre Haute  

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

The Light Your Way 
Christmas Parade is expected 
to draw thousands of people 
to downtown Terre Haute 
on Saturday, and organizers 
outlined steps being taken to 
ensure it is an enjoyable and 
safe holiday event.

The parade, which will 
take place at 6 p.m. along 
Wabash Avenue, is the 
culminating event held in 
conjunction with the Miracle 
on 7th Street celebration. It is 
sponsored by Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College.

The parade will have 80 
entries this year, said B.J. 
Riley, SMWC associate vice 
president for marketing.

One of the changes this 
year is that the parade route 
will be roped off in an effort 
to keep attendees, particularly 
small children, from running 
out into the street to collect 
candy.

Parade participants 
are being asked to hand 
out candy to parade-goers 
along the ropes/sidelines, as 
opposed to tossing the candy 
out, said Greg Ewing, SWMC 
director of public safety.

Riley, Ewing and others 
spoke at a news conference 
Thursday at The Woods.

The college will have 
nearly 100 faculty, staff and 
students working the parade 
on various details, he said.

“It’s the holiday season. 
This is a time of joy. This is a 
time for children to see Santa 

Claus,” Ewing said. “We want 
to make sure this parade goes 
off without any problems, and 
everybody has fun and can 
enjoy the holiday season.”

It’s estimated that 15,000 
or more people will attend.

The college works closely 
with the Terre Haute Police 
Department, Vigo County 
Emergency Management 
Agency and other agencies to 
ensure everyone’s safety.

“There will be a large 
police presence,” said Sgt. Jus-
tin Sears, Terre Haute police 
public information officer. 
“We want people to know 
they are safe when they come 
to Terre Haute.”

Crowd control teams will 
be involved, and undercov-
er officers will be walking 
among the crowd.

Some officers “you won’t 
see,” Sears said. “We’ll be 
observing from about every-

where you could possibly 
think of.”

THPD also will be in the 
parade this year as part of its 
Operation Save Christmas 
with the Grinch; the Grinch 
will have several police 
escorts.

“We’re excited to be part of 
such a great parade like this,” 
Sears said.

The Light Your Way Christ-
mas parade is a little different 
than other parades, he said. 
“It’s at night. There are a lot of 
lights and a lot of distractions. 
We truly want to be mindful 
of where our kids are at and 
where they are running.”

Sears added, “We want 
everyone to enjoy the parade 
without incident.”

The parade also serves 
as a culminating event for 
SMWC students taking an 
emergency management 
course, said Louis Reeves, a 

college assistant professor of 
criminology.

Some of the class mem-
bers will work in a Vigo 
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency incident 
command trailer monitoring 
crowd control and assisting 
with communications.

Other class members 
supervise volunteers involved 
with crowd control.

Students learn what it 
takes to handle a large scale 
event and the course also 
opens their eyes to various 
career possibilities, Reeves 
said.

Others assisting with 
public safety include the Terre 
Haute Fire Department as 
well as Indiana State Uni-
versity police and student 
volunteers.

The parade will begin 
at Fifth Street and Wabash 
Avenue and proceed east 
along Wabash to Ninth Street, 
where it will go north past 
Hulman Center, Riley said.

On Saturday, Wabash Ave-
nue will be closed from Third 
Street to Ninth Street starting 
at 3 p.m. Also, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, Seventh and Eighth 
streets will be closed from 
Ohio to Cherry Streets. Ninth 
Street will remain open until 
about 5:30 p.m., Riley said.

The event will be lives-
treamed on smwc.edu.

The parade is presented 
by Toyota of Terre Haute and 
Thompson’s Honda.

Sue Loughlin can be 
reached at 812-231-4235 or 
at sue.loughlin@tribstar.

Here’s to a safe and merry ‘Light 
Your Way’ parade on Saturday

Tribune-Star fi le/Joseph C. Garza

The Vigo County School Corporation’s entry for last year’s Light 
Your Way Parade was a school bus decorated with a Grinch face 
on Dec. 2, 2023, on Wabash Avenue.


